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Welcome to the 1st EAAP Companion 
Animals Workshop in Milan, 

14 – 16 May 2025
On behalf of the Organizing Committee, it is our honor and pleasure to welcome you to the 1st 

EAAP Companion Animals Workshop, scheduled for May 14th to 16th, 2025, in the vibrant city of 
Milan, Italy. This event presents a unique opportunity to bring together scientists, researchers, 
and professionals from across Europe and beyond, focusing on the latest advancements and 
future directions in companion animal science.

The workshop will offer a comprehensive scientific program covering critical topics. Discussions 
will center on recent breakthroughs in pet genetics and breeding, particularly on how genomics can 
improve health, longevity, and welfare. The role of nutrition will also be explored, with insights into 
how dietary strategies and nutrigenomics can optimize pet health and performance. Additionally, 
the behavior and welfare of companion animals will be a major focus, addressing both scientific 
developments and ethical considerations.

The One Health approach will also be a key theme, emphasizing the interconnection between 
human, animal, and environmental health. Furthermore, the public’s perception of companion 
animals and their evolving role in society will be critically examined, as these aspects are 
increasingly shaping policies, research, and market trends.

Milan, with its dynamic and international atmosphere, offers an inspiring venue for this meeting. 
Participants will not only engage in a stimulating scientific program but will also have the opportunity 
to explore the city’s rich cultural heritage, world-class cuisine, and vibrant social scene.

We are confident that the 1st EAAP Companion Animals Workshop will be an exciting event, 
fostering collaboration, knowledge exchange, and innovation. We look forward to welcoming you 
to Milan for a productive and inspiring experience.
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Scientific programme

Wednesday 14 May
Session 1. 	 Domestication, Evolution and Biodiversity

Room: Quasar
Chair: Crepaldi / Dovc

Theatre Session 1	 Book of Abstracts page

	 15:00	 Welcome Coffee	

	 16:00	 An Ancient DNA perspective on the origins and spread of domestic cats in Europe	 16
invited C. Ottoni

	 16:30	 Cats are not small dogs; dogs are not big cats!	 16
invited L. Lyons

	 17:00	 Dog breed assignment using the ISAG panel of genetic markers and machine learning approaches	 17
M. Zorc, P. Dovc

	 17:15	 From Tradition to Recognition: Characterizing the Maltese Hunting Dog (Kelb tal-Kaċċa ta’ Malta) in 
Support of Its Preservation	 17
A. Bionda, V. Floridia, S. Boccuni, C. Shoemake, P. Crepaldi, G. Attard, L. Liotta

	 17:30	 Analysis of genomic diversity in the Slovak Cuvac dog	 18
H. Vostra-Vydrova, B. Hofmanová, N. Moravcikova, R. Kasarda, L. Vostry

Thursday 15 May
Session 2. 	 Health and Ageing

Room: Quasar
Chair: Stefanon / Leeb

Theatre Session 2	 Book of Abstracts page

	 8:45	 Genomic technologies and their application to combat hereditary diseases in dogs	 18
invited T. Leeb

	 9:15	 Cell-based Tools for Advancing Canine Genetics Research	 19
C. Abeykoon, M. Jackson, T. Watson, S. Meek, L. Adamson, S. Boyle, G. T. Bergkvist, T. Burdon, J. J. Schoenebeck

	 9:30	 Diagnosis of canine myxomatous mitral valve disease: Development of a novel microRNA based platform	 19
J. May, E. Hanks, R. Coultous, P. Capewell, J. Palarea-Albaladejo, J. Dukes-Mcewan

	 9:45	 Perspectives on polyunsaturated fatty acid supplementation for improved immunity in healthy, 
chronically ill and aging dogs	 20
A. Fonseca, A. Cabrita, C. Barroso

	 10:00	 Milk is good for all ages: development of antioxidant DHA-loaded milk fat-derived nanocarriers	 20
J. Albuquerque, A. Cabrita, F. Soares, A. Granja, C. Nunes, A. Fonseca, S. Reis

	 10:15	 Organic selenium yeast reduces TK6 cell mutation frequency: implications for companion animal health	 21
K. Horgan, J. Keenan, R. Murphy

	 10:30	 Coffee Break	
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Session 3. 	 Poster session

Room: Scorpio 
Time: 11:00 - 13:00

Poster Session 3	 Book of Abstracts page

	 03.01	 Leveraging genomics for modern dog breeding and conservation: the Sicilian Mastiff case study	 21
K. Seghrouchni, M. Barbato, A. Bionda, S. Frattini, L. Liotta

	 03.02	 Architecture of Ancestral Genomic Components in the Sicilian Mastiff	 22
P. Crepaldi, A. Bionda, V. Floridia, M. Barbato, L. Liotta

	 03.03	 Genetic Characterization of Irish Wolfhound Dogs: A Worldwide Study of Genetic Variability and  
Inbreeding	 22
M. G. Strillacci, M. Poli, S. P. Marelli

	 03.04	 Genetic variability of Croatian Shepherd Dog estimated with a pedigree data – a preliminary study	 23
I. Djurkin Kušec, K. Gvozdanović, I. Bošković, B. Petric, Ž. Radišić

	 03.05	 Guess the Wild: Habitat Prediction Model for Wildcat in Italy	 23
S. Comazzi, C. Polce, M. Longeri, M. Maini, R. Milanesi, F. Mattucci, E. Velli, R. Caniglia, R. Cazzolla Gatti

	 03.06	 SLC35D1 frameshift variant in Weimaraner and Wirehaired Slovakian Pointer: A genetic risk factor for a 
form of steroid-responsive meningitis-arteritis (SRMA) and hyperostosis?	 24
A. Letko, K. Matiasek, D. Schweizer, C. Drögemüller

	 03.07	 Differential expression of microRNAs in descended and undescended canine testicles	 24
J. Nowacka-Woszuk, A. Kajdasz, I. Szczerbal, M. Stachowiak, M. Switonski

	 03.08	 Exploring gonadal dysgenesis in dogs with disorders of sex development using spatial transcriptomics	 25
J. Nowacka-Woszuk, S. Hryhorowicz, J. Suszynska-Zajczyk, M. Knaur, A. Lukomska, N. Sowinska, I. Szczerbal, M. Switonski

	 03.09	 A rare SNP in the 3’UTR of the AMH gene in a tortoiseshell Maine Coon tomcat with disorder of sex 
development (38,XX; SRY-negative)	 25
J. Nowacka-Woszuk, I. Szczerbal, A. Szabelska-Beresewicz, J. Zyprych-Walczak, P. Parma, K. Ropka-Molik, M. Jankowska,  
T. Nowak, M. Stachowiak, N. Rogalska-Niznik, M. Switonski

	 03.10	 Sequence analysis of SOX9 gene in a cohort of French bulldogs with disorder of sex development  
(XX DSD, SRY-negative)	 26
J. Nowacka-Woszuk, S. Albarella, B. Slaska, W. Nizanski, S. Dzimira, N. Sowinska, M. Mikolajczak, M. Sobczak, Z. Sawicz,  
I. Szczerbal, M. Switonski

	 03:11	 Variation of faecal microbiota in dogs during ageing	 26
		  B. Stefanon, F. Balouei, P. Mongillo, N. Mccarthy, A. Paradis, C. De Rivera
	 03.12	 The role of the National Rescue Dog Unit in search and rescue operations in Slovenia	 27

P. Dovc, M. Velikonja, K. Skulj, M. Zorc
	 03.13	 Therapy dogs: bringing smiles and comfort to people in need	 27

M. Zorc, U. Ivanovič
	 03.14	 Anthropomorphism in the relationship between dog and human	 28

E. Jastrzębska, A. Pawłowska, P. Kur
	 03.15	 The effect of inbreeding on litter size in the Czech Spotted Dog	 28

B. Hofmanova, M. Chladkova, H. Vostra Vydrova, L. Vostry
	 03.16	 Why do we want a Maltipoo? Exploring the ownership of this popular designer breed	 29

S. Boero, S. Cannas, C. Palestrini, A. Garegnani, G. V. Berteselli
	 03.17	 Understanding Grief Experiences of Pet Loss Among African Americans	 29

M. Whitney
	 03.18	 Pets in Switzerland – Overview and trends derived from national registry recordings	 30

U. Heikkilä, K. Ueda, J. L. Morchetti, C. Beglinger, S. Rieder
	 03.19	 Sustainability challenges in the Italian pet sector	 30

P. Crepaldi, A. Bionda, L. Liotta
	 03.20	 Supplemental effect of probiotic on growth performance, nutrient digestibility, and blood profile  

in beagles	 31
S. Cho, Y. Cho, J. W. Jang, I. H. Kim

	 03.21	 A Preliminary investigation on the effect of dietary glucan from Aureobasidium pullulans  
in Beagle health	 31
S. Cho, J. W. Jang, D. Min, I. H. Kim

	 03.22	 Therapeutic Effects of Hovenia Dulcis Thunb Extract on beagles’ liver health	 32
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J. W. Jang, S. Cho, D. Min, I. H. Kim
	 03.23	 Dietary inclusion of hydrolyzed feather meal on nutrient digestibility and fecal quality in adult dogs	 32

R. Armone, F. Balouei, A. Randazzo, V. Nava, A. F. M. Alizzi, M. Barbato, B. Stefanon, B. Chiofalo
	 03.24	 Application of the E-tongue for evaluating fecal biogenic amines in dogs fed hydrolyzed feather meal	 33

F. Accetta, R. Armone, A. R. Di Rosa, B. Chiofalo
	 03.25	 Optimizing Canine Nutrition: Evaluating Legumes, Wheat, and Quinoa as Dietary Components	 33

J. Litzenburger, N. Paßlack, E. M. Saliu, J. Schulze Holthausen, J. Zentek
	 03.26	 Effect of a diet with reduced levels of phenylalanine and tyrosine on coat pigmentation in adult white-

coated dogs	 34
A. Ruggiero, M. Fantinati, C. Caterino, B. Piccirillo, A. Vastolo, M. I. Cutrignelli

	 03.27	 Towards a scientific standard of dentition	 34
A. Bionda, L. Liotta, P. Crepaldi

Session 4. 	 Behaviour, cognition, and pet-human interaction

Room: Quasar
Chair: Huber / Gabai

Theatre Session 4	 Book of Abstracts page

	 14:30	 On the necessity and impossibility of breeding working dogs	 35
invited P. Arvelius

	 15:00	 No evidence of increased stress levels of service dogs, signal dogs and therapy dogs in comparison to 
family dogs without special tasks	 35
L. Huber, S. Mliner, S. Bruckner, K. Weissenbacher

	 15:15	 The effects of PTSD-assistance dogs’ work on their salivary cortisol levels and their handlers’ Quality of  
life		  36
K. Gerwisch, K. Weissenbacher, M. Proyer, R. Palme, L. Huber

	 15:30	 Genetic parameters of personality traits in dogs based on behavioral assessment and questionnaire 
information	 36
E. Strandberg, K. Nilsson, K. Svartberg

	 15:45	 Not just for fun - Cognitive tests can predict dog’s everyday behavior	 37
K. Tiira, S. Junttila, A. Valros, K. Mäki

	 16:00	 How do Danish dog owners use cages for their dogs?	 37
H. Proschowsky, I. Czycholl, L. M. Jønsson, D. J. Laurents, P. Sandøe

	 16:15	 Brachycephalic phenomenon. The dark fascination of flat faced dogs	 38
S. Boero, S. Cannas, C. Palestrini, A. Garegnani, G. V. Berteselli

	 16:30	 Coffee Break	

Session 5. 	 Legislation

Room: Quasar
Chair: Lyons / Longeri

Theatre Session 5	 Book of Abstracts page

	 17:00	 EU Commission proposal on the welfare of dogs and cats and their traceability	 38
invited P. Gomez Garcia, A. Gavinelli, M. Raebisch

	 17:30	 Breeding Healthy Pets: supporting sustainable dog and cat breeding in Flanders	 39
E. Beckers, B. J. G. Broeckx, S. Janssens, N. Buys

	 17:45	 Monitoring legal skull criteria for brachycephalic dogs in the PetScan diagnosis registration system	 39
H. Fieten, E. De Boer, L. Vree, M. A. Van Hagen
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Friday 16 May
Session 6. 	 Pedigrees and population management

Room: Quasar
Chair: Marelli / Strandberg

Theatre Session 6	 Book of Abstracts page

	 8:45	 The Kennel Club’s Efforts in Managing Pedigree Dog Breeds: Strategies for Long-Term Sustainability	 40
invited J. Ilska

	 9:15	 Managing genetic variation in dog breeds – from a practical and organisational point of view	 40
S. Malm Persson, H. Skarp

	 9:30	 Fit2Breed: a new platform to support sustainable breeding of dogs	 41
H. Fieten, C. Limpens, L. Vree, L. Karssen

	 9:45	 The ambiguous role of DNA-testing in dog breeding	 41
H. Proschowsky, C. Bruun, P. Sandøe, M. Fredholm

	 10:00	 Scientific data on cat management by the members of the Italian National Feline Association: 
preliminary data	 42
B. Padalino, C. Manetti, F. Serena, G. Ballotta, M. Cunto, D. Zambelli

	 10:15	 Transition to SNP Genotyping for Parentage Verification: Practical Challenges	 42
L. Van De Goor

	 10:30	 Brachycephalic heritage breeds in Italy: analysis of studbook entry data	 43
S. P. Marelli, M. G. Strillacci, G. Berteselli, M. Polli, S. Cannas

	 10:45	 Coffee Break	

Session 7. 	 Motivations and trends in pet ownership

Room: Quasar
Chair: Tiira / Mongillo

Theatre Session 7	 Book of Abstracts page

	 11:15	 Why do people keep dogs, cats and other companion animals?	 43
invited P. Sandøe, T. Bøker Lund, S. Springer

	 11:45	 Pet Caregiver Burden: The Role of Attachment, Pet Health, and Care Support	 44
S. Joo, M. S. Chun

	 12:00	 The role of monocular cues in dogs perception of three-dimensionality	 44
A. Broseghini, V. Bevilacqua, C. Guérineau, L. Marinelli, P. Mongillo

	 12:15	 “You own a rabbit, you buy a hutch”: Understanding public perception of companion rabbit ownership 
and accommodation requirements	 45
N. Powdrill-Wells, F. Cooke, S. Ryan, J. Thornett, K. Stoneman
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Session 8. 	 Nutrition

Room: Quasar
Chair: Cutrignelli / Zentek

Theatre Session 8	 Book of Abstracts page

	 14:00	 Alternative proteins in canine nutrition	 45
invited J. Zentek

	 14:30	 Evaluation of Hermetia illucens larvae meal as the main protein source in a digestibility trial for cats	 46
G. Bussone, L. Penazzi, A. Schiavone, U. Ala, L. Prola

	 14:45	 The Role of Nutritional Management in Enhancing Welfare of kennel dogs. An Evidence based 
approach towards education and communication	 46
M. G. Cappai, G. Coppa

	 15:00	 Evaluation of Tenebrio molitor Meal as a Sustainable Protein Source for Pet Food: In Vitro Digestibility 
and Antioxidant Capacity	 47
M. R. Dametti, S. Frazzini, I. Ferri, M. Dell’Anno, B. Canala, E. Fusi, L. Rossi

	 15:15	 Characterization of the gut mycobiome of companion animals	 47
E. Scarsella, G. Jospin, D. Reyes, H. H. Ganz

	 15:30	 Nutritional knowledge and evolving human-animal relationships: growth trends in the pet food 
market over the last years	 48
M. I. Cutrignelli

	 15:45	 Functional ingredients in dogs nutrition	 48
A. Ruggiero, A. Vastolo, M. Ferrara, T. Montefusco, M. I. Cutrignelli, D. Bergero

	 16:00	 Chemical Composition and Oxidative Stability of Dog Food: Insights into Nutritional Quality	 49
T. Pirman, J. Salobir, A. Levart

	 16:15	 Coffee Break	

Session 9. 	 Morphology, Breeds

Room: Quasar
Chair: Schoenebeck / Sandøe

Theatre Session 9	 Book of Abstracts page

	 16:45	 Diseased by design or fit to function? Using scientifically informed selection to breed the companion 
dogs of the future	 49
invited R. Packer

	 17:15	 General pedigree tracking of recessive disease-causing alleles in dogs	 50
R. Craddock, M. Janes, A. Martin, C. Mellersh, J. Ilska, P. Wiener, S. Smith, G. Gorjanc

	 17:30	 Extreme breed standards and inbreeding situation as a reason for the critical health situation in many 
dog breeds.	 50
O. Vangen
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The European Federation 
of Animal Science - EAAP

The main aims of the EAAP are to promote, 
by means of active co-operation between its 
members and other relevant international and 
national organizations, the advancement of 
scientific research, sustainable development 
and production systems; experimentation, 
application and extension; to improve the 
technical and economic conditions of the 
livestock sector; to promote the welfare of 
farm animals and the conservation of the 
rural environment; to control and optimize 
the use of natural resources in general 
and animal genetic resources in particular; 
to encourage the involvement of young 
scientists and technicians. More information 
on the organization and its activities can be 
found at www.eaap.org.

1949-1961
1961-1967
1967-1972
1972-1978
1978-1984
1984-1990
1990-1996
1996-2000
2000-2004
2004-2008
2008-2012
2012-2016
2016-2020
2020-2024

A.M. Leroy (France)
R. Trehane (United Kingdom) 
J.M. Rijssenbeek (The Netherlands)
J.H. Weniger (Germany)
E.P. Cunningham (Ireland) 
A. Roos (Sweden)
A. Nardone (Italy)
P. Solms-Lich (Germany)
A. Aumaitre (France)
J. Flanagan (Ireland)
K. Sejrsen (Denmark)
P. Chemineau (France)
M. Gauly (Germany)
I. Casasús Spain)

Former Presidents

Council Members

•	 Peer Berg (Norway) 
•	 Christian Lambertz (Germany) 
•	 Nicolaj Ingemann Nielsen (Denmark) 
•	 Moschos Korasidis (Greece) 
•	 Nicolò Macciotta (Italy)
•	 Klemen Potocnik (Slovenia) 
•	 Diana Ruska (Latvia) 

FAO Representative

•	 Badi Besbes

Auditors

•	 Georgia Hadji Pavlou (Cyprus) 
•	 Zygmunt Maciej Kowalski (Poland) 

Alternate Auditor

•	 Jeanne Bormann (Luxembourg)

Secretary General

•	 Andrea Rosati 

The European Federation of Animal Science 
(EAAP) has close established links with its 
sister organizations of American Society of 
Animal Science (ASAS), American Dairy 
Science Association (ADSAS), Canadian 
Society of Animal Science (CSAS) and 
Asociación Latinoamericana de Producción 
Animal (ALPA) and is also member of the 
World Association for Animal Production 
(WAAP).

Council members

President

•	 Jöel Berard (Switzerland)

Vice-Presidents

•	 Sam de Campeneere (Belgium)
•	 Gunnfríður Elín Hreiðarsdóttir (Iceland)
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Organizers of the 1st EAAP 
Companion Animals Workshop

Scientific Committee
•	 Marie Abitbol - National Veterinary School of Lyon
•	 Per Arvelius - Swedish Defense Research Institute
•	 Arianna Bionda - University of Milan
•	 Paola Crepaldi - University of Milan
•	 Monica Isabella Cutrignelli - University of Naples
•	 Peter Dovc - University of Ljubljana
•	 Gianfranco Gabai - University of Padua
•	 Ludwig Huber - University of Vienna
•	 Tosso Leeb - University of Bern
•	 Maria Lina Longeri - University of Milan
•	 Leslie Lyons - University of Missouri
•	 Stefano Marelli - University of Milan
•	 Paolo Mongillo - University of Padua
•	 Rowena Packer - Royal Veterinary College, London
•	 Peter Sandøe - University of Copenhagen
•	 Jeff Schoenebeck - The Roslin Institute (University of Edinburgh)
•	 James Serpell - University of Pennsylvania
•	 Bruno Stefanon - University of Udine
•	 Erling Strandberg - Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences
•	 Katriina Tiira - University of Helsinki
•	 Jack Windig - Wageningen University & Research
•	 Jurgen Zentek - Free University of Berlin

Organizing Committee 
•	 Andrea Rosati - EAAP
•	 Marlène Sciarretta - EAAP
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EAAP started in 2023 a new initiative to create closer connections between European livestock 
industries and the animal science network. Therefore, the “EAAP Industry Club” was shaped 
with the specific aim of bringing together the important industries of the livestock sector with our 
European Federation of Animal Sciences. All companies dealing with animal production (nutri¬tion, 
genetic, applied technologies, etc.) are invited to join the “EAAP Industry Club” because industries 
will have opportunity to increase their visibility, to be actively involved in European animal science 
activities, and to receive news and services necessary to industries. In addition, through the Club, 
industries will enlarge their scientific network and will receive specific discounts on sponsoring 
activities.

The industries that already joined the “EAAP Industry club are:

The Club gives:

Visibility • Company name and logo at EAAP website and all relevant documents • Slides with 
name and logo at Official Events • Priority links with EAAP Socials • Invite, through EAAP disse-
mination tools and socials, people to events organized by your company • Information dissemi-
nated through a brand new Industry Newsletter • Networking • Joining the Study Commissions 
and Working Groups • Suggest topics to be considered for Annual Meetings Scientific Sessions 
• Organize Professional Panel through the EAAP platforms • Economic Benefits • One free 
registration to each Annual Meeting and at every meeting organized by EAAP • Five individual 
memberships at no cost • Many possible discounts (-30%) to increase company visibility through: 
EAAP Newsletter, EAAP website, EAAP Annual Meetings and workshops • Support young scientist 
by sponsoring scholarships named by the company • Co-Organize and sponsor webi¬nars 

Make yourself more visible within the livestock industry via the animal science network! 

For more information, please contact eaap@eaap.org. 

Industry members
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Quark Hotel
Via Lampedusa, 11A, 20141 Milan, Italy

In the economic heart of Milan, just 4 km from the Duomo in the Bocconi University area, stands 
the new Quark Hotel Milano, a 4-star full-service hotel with one of the largest conference centers 
and meeting spaces in Milan. With its 283 rooms, 6,200 square meters of events area and 33 
meeting rooms, it is a unique facility in the city for the organization of events and conferences of 
all sizes.

The restyle project bears an all-Italian signature that has been able to reinterpret the urban spirit 
of the place with an intelligent, elegant but functional design, beautiful to look at and easy to use. 
A particular attention is paid to the cuisine, simple but quality, typically Italian and based on fresh, 
local and seasonal products. 

On the fifth floor of the building, the Studios’ Floor opens up to a hybrid and avant-garde hospitality 
concept, with fluid boundaries to foster meeting and connections. In a green and lively area of the 
city, Quark offers unparalleled breath and space. 

A privileged location for a new, competitive and logistically accessible solution for both business 
travellers and tourists passing through the city. Perfectly nestled in the city’s peripheral context, 
the hotel offers a serene escape from the hustle and bustle of the center, with the convenience of 
reaching the metropolis’ main attractions quickly and easily.
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Discover Milan

Milan is one of the most influential and dynamic cities in Italy, with a rich history dating back to 
ancient Roman times. Originally a Celtic settlement, it was later conquered by the Romans in 
222 BC, becoming a vital political and economic center of the Western Roman Empire. Over the 
centuries, Milan grew into a powerful city-state, playing a crucial role in trade, finance, and culture 
throughout Europe. The historic center of Milan is a testament to its remarkable past, featuring 
architectural masterpieces such as the Duomo di Milano, one of the largest and most intricate 
Gothic cathedrals in the world, and Castello Sforzesco, a symbol of Milan’s Renaissance glory. 
The Galleria Vittorio Emanuele II, with its stunning glass dome and luxury boutiques, reflects the 
city’s longstanding tradition of elegance and commerce.

During the Renaissance, Milan became a hub of artistic and intellectual activity, attracting figures 
like Leonardo da Vinci, who left an indelible mark on the city with masterpieces such as “The 
Last Supper” preserved at Santa Maria delle Grazie church. In later centuries, Milan continued 
to thrive as a center for finance, innovation, and industry, solidifying its reputation as Italy’s eco-
nomic powerhouse. In the 20th century, Milan underwent significant transformations, overcoming 
the challenges of World War II to emerge as a global capital of fashion, design, and business. 
Today, it is home to the Milan Stock Exchange, top multinational corporations, and internationally 
renowned institutions, including the Politecnico di Milano and Bocconi University, which drive ad-
vancements in technology, economics, and research.

Beyond its historical and economic significance, Milan is celebrated for its vibrant cultural sce-
ne. The city hosts prestigious events such as Milan Fashion Week and the Salone del Mobile, 
attracting designers, artists, and innovators from all over the world. The Teatro alla Scala, one 
of the world’s most famous opera houses, continues to captivate audiences with outstanding 
performances. With its unique blend of history and modernity, Milan offers visitors a dynamic 
urban experience, from world-class museums and gourmet cuisine to contemporary architecture 
and lively nightlife. Whether you are exploring its rich artistic heritage, engaging in cutting-edge 
research, or simply enjoying its cosmopolitan atmosphere, Milan stands as a city that seamlessly 
connects tradition with innovation. For more information about Milan and its attractions, visit the 
official tourism website.
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Workshop venue
Address: Quark Hotel – Via Lampedusa, 11A, 20141 Milan, Italy (Google Maps)

Room Scorpio and Restaurant Veranda: ground floor 

Room Quasar, Room Pulsar and foyer: floor -1 
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DATE TIME ROOM ACTIVITY

14 May
15:00 - 16:00 Foyer Welcome coffee & Registration

16:00 - 18:00 Quasar Session 1 - Domestication, 
Evolution and Biodiversity

15 May

8:45 – 10:30 Quasar Session 2 - Health and Ageing

10:30 – 11:00 Scorpio Coffee break

11:00 – 13:00 Scorpio Session 3 – Poster session

13:00 - 14:30 La Veranda Lunch

14:30 – 16:30 Quasar Session 4 - Behaviour, cognition, 
and pet-human interaction

14:30 – 16:30 Pulsar Meeting – SNP Data exchange

16:30 – 17.00 Scorpio Coffee break

17:00 – 18:00 Quasar Session 5 - Legislation

20:00 La Veranda Gala dinner 

16 May

8:45 – 10:45 Quasar Session 6 - Pedigrees and 
population management

10:45 – 11:15 Foyer Coffee break

11:15 – 12:30 Quasar Session 7 - Motivations and trends 
in pet ownership

12:30 – 14:00 La Veranda Lunch

14:00 – 16:15 Quasar Session 8 - Nutrition

16:15 – 16:45 Foyer Coffee break

16:45 – 18:00 Quasar Session 9 - Morphology, Breeds

18:00 End of the workshop

Conference planning:
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How to Reach the Venue 
(Quark Hotel - Milan)

By Plane

From Airport Milano Linate (LIN) - 20 min by car or Taxi (13 Km).
Alternatively: 1) take the Metro Blu Line M4 for 7 stops and get off at San Babila; 2) take the 
Metro Red Line M1, direction Bisceglie, for 4 stops and get off at Cadorna FS; 3) take the Metro 
Green Line M2, direction Abbiategrasso: a) get off after 10 stops at the Famagosta, then catch 
the bus n. 95 direction Rogoredo, get off after 4 stops and walking 9 minutes to the hotel; b) get 
off at the last station Abbiategrasso and walking 20 minutes to the hotel. 

From Airport Milano Malpensa (MXP) - 50 min by car or Taxi (63 Km)
Alternatively: by train “Milano express” from T1-T2 to Milan Cadorna Station, then taxi to the 
hotel (16 minutes). Second option: from Milan Cadorna Station take the Metro Green Line M2, 
direction Abbiategrasso and: 1) get off after 5 stops at the Famagosta, catch the bus n. 95 direction 
Rogoredo and get off after 4 stops and then walking 9 minutes to the hotel; 2) get off at the last 
station Abbiategrasso and walking 20 minutes to the hotel. 

From Airport Bergamo Orio al Serio (BGY) - 50 min by car or Taxi (60 Km).
Alternatively: by bus Terravision to Milan Central Station, then taxi to the hotel (20 minutes). 
Second option: from Milan Central Station take the Metro Green Line M2, direction Abbiategrasso 
and: 1) get off after 10 stops at the Famagosta, catch the bus n. 95 direction Rogoredo and get off 
after 4 stops and then walking 9 minutes to the hotel; 2) get off at the last station Abbiategrasso 
and walking 20 minutes to the hotel. 

By Train

Milan Central Station, then taxi to the hotel (20 minutes). 
Second option: from Milan Central Station take the Metro Green Line M2, direction Abbiategrasso 
and: 1) get off after 10 stops at the Famagosta, catch the bus n. 95 direction Rogoredo and get off 
after 4 stops and then walking 9 minutes to the hotel; 2) get off at the last station Abbiategrasso 
and walking 20 minutes to the hotel.

Public Transport Tickets
Milan’s ATM public transport system (buses, trams, and trains) operates with a unified ticketing 
system:
•	Single Ticket: € 2,20 (valid for 90 minutes from the first validation, for surface transport and 

metro) 
•	Single day ticket: € 7,60 (valid for unlimited travels within the city for 24 hours from the first 

validation)
•	Three-day ticket: € 13,00 (valid for unlimited travels within the city for 72 hours from the first 

validation)

Tickets can be purchased at train stations, ticket machines, authorized retailers or via the ATM app.
For more information on Milan’s public transport options, visit ATM official website.
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Useful information

Official Language 
The official language of the 1st EAAP Companion Animals Workshop is English. No translation 
services will be provided.

Passport and Visa
Italy is part of the European Union and the Schengen Area, allowing nationals from other EU 
countries to travel to Italy without a visa. Additionally, several non-EU countries, including the 
United States, Australia, and New Zealand, can enter Italy visa-free for stays of up to 90 days. For 
detailed visa requirements, please refer to Schengen Visa Info.

Official Invitation and Certification
Participants who require an official invitation letter to meet administrative requirements can request 
one to marlene@eaap.org. However, this letter does not imply any financial or legal obligations 
from the EAAP organizing committee. A certificate of attendance will be available for all registered 
participants.

Liability and Insurance
The organizing committee is not responsible for personal accidents, loss, or damage to 
participants’ belongings. It is strongly recommended that attendees arrange their own travel and 
health insurance before arriving in Milan.

Health and Emergency
In case of an emergency, dial 112 (European emergency number) for immediate assistance. 
Milan also offers 24/7 medical services at hospitals and clinics throughout the city.

Currency
The official currency in Italy is the Euro (EUR, €). Up-to-date exchange rates can be checked 
through financial websites or currency exchange services which can be found at airports, train 
stations, and banks. Most major credit and debit cards are accepted, and ATMs are widely 
available, but it is advisable to carry some cash for small purchases. 

Local Time Zone
Milan operates on Central European Time (CET, UTC/GMT +1) and observes Daylight Saving 
Time (CEST, UTC/GMT +2) from late March to late October.

Climate
Spring in Milan is mild and pleasant, with temperatures ranging generally from 14°C to 24°C (57°F 
to 76°F) in May. Anyway, it is recommended to bring light layers and a rain jacket as weather 
conditions can vary.

Electricity
Italy uses Type C, F and L electrical sockets, with a standard voltage of 230V and a frequency of 
50Hz. Travelers from countries using different plug types should bring an adapter.
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Information for Participants

Registration Desk 
The registration desk will be located at the foyer, near Quasar room (floor – 1) and will open at 
15:00 on Wednesday 14 May 2025.

To Authors
Authors who do not wish to have their PDF presentations or posters made available on the EAAP 
website must notify EAAP by May 16, 2025. This can be done by sending an email to marlene@eaap.
org. After this date, EAAP will assume permission to include the presentation/poster on the website.

Posters
The Poster session will be organized on May 15 from 11:00 to 13:00 in the Scorpio room. Posters 
should be in portrait format and A1 size (594 x 841 mm, max available size 700 x 1000 mm). 
Physical boards will be provided in the Congress Center area. Information about fixing the poster 
is available at the registration desk. The posters will be divided into 7 different colors according to 
the sessions: 1) session 1 – yellow; session 2 – green; session 4 – red; session 6 - blue; session 
7 – pink; session 8 – orange; session 9 – light blue. The posters should be removed from the 
board by Friday 16 May 2025 at 16:30.

Theatre Presentation Upload Desk 
The upload desk for theatre presentations will be available at the registration desk at the foyer, near 
Quasar room (floor – 1). The support team will assist participants with the upload process. Please 
ensure that your presentation is on a portable USB drive. Meeting rooms will be equipped with MS 
Windows computers, so PowerPoint presentations (*.ppt; *.pptx) are preferred. When preparing 
your presentation, allow approximately 3 minutes for questions and discussion at the end.

Lunches and coffee breaks
Lunches will take place at Veranda restaurant (ground floor) and coffee breaks in the foyer and 
Scorpio room (see the conference planning table above).

Gala dinner
The gala dinner will take place on May 15 at 20:00 at La Veranda Restaurant Quark Hotel.

Cloakroom and luggage storage
Cloakroom and luggage storage will be available in the Scorpio room (ground floor). 

Conference Website
The Companion Animals website is live and optimized for smartphone navigation. It contains 
detailed information about the conference program and venue. You can visit the conference 
website here. 

Conference App
The conference program will be available for all delegates by downloading the app “EAAP” 
available for iOS/Android.

Certificates of attendance
The certificates will be issued after the event. 




